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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A repeating device for relaying communication to a 
plurality of receiver-side telephones connected to a local area network; 

said repeating device comprising a function, effected at a time of an incoming 
call to be connected, for requesting that each receiver-side telephone unit of said 
plurality of receiver-side telephones then respond indicating their instantaneous 
operational capability to receive the incoming call, a function for selecting, out of the 
plurality of receiver-side telephones that responded, a receiver side telephone unit to 
which the incoming call is to be connected, and a function for notifying the caller-side 
telephone of the address of the selected receiver-side telephone unit to which the 
incoming call is to be generated, before the incoming call to the receiver side 
telephone unit is generated, to a call e r s i d e t e l e phon e . 

2. (Previously Presented) A repeating device according to claim 1, wherein 
said repeating device comprises a function for receiving a transfer request from a 
user. 



3. (Currently Amended) A telephone /router pair capable of g e n e rat i ng 
assisting a call to a plurality of receiver-side telephones connected to a local area 
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network, without a caller-side telephone designating the address of a receiver-side 
telephone unit; 

said telephone /router pair comprising a function, effected at a time of a call to 
be connected, for requesting that each receiver-side telephone unit of said plurality 
of receiver-side telephones then respond indicating their instantaneous operational 
capability to receive the call, a function for selecting, out of the plurality of receiver- 
side telephones that responded, a receiver-side telephone unit to which the call is to 
be connected, a function for notifying the caller-side telephone of the address of the 
selected receiver-side telephone unit to which the incoming call is to be generated, 
before the incoming call to the receiver side telephone unit is generated, and 

the caller-side telephone thereafter being enabled to effect a function for 
generating the call addressed to said selected receiver-side telephone unit. 



4. (Currently Amended) A telephone connected to a local area network; 

said telephone comprising a function, effected at a time of receiving a call 
transfer request from a user of a caller-side telephone, for requesting that each 
receiver-side telephone unit of a plurality of receiver-side telephones then respond 
indicating their instantaneous operational capability to receive a call, a function for 
selecting, out of the plurality of receiver-side telephones that responded, a receiver- 
side telephone unit to which the call is to be connected, and a function for notifying 
the caller-side telephone of the address of the selected receiver-side telephone unit 
to which the incoming call is to be generated, before the incoming call to the receiver 
side telephone unit is generated, to a cal le r sid e t ele phon e . 
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5. (Currently Amended) A recording medium capable of being read by a 
machine and storing a program to be executed by said machine, to caus e the 
m a ch i n e to e ffect on e of a d e v i c e for r e lay i ng commun i cation to a plura l ity of 
r e c ei v e r - s i d e t ele phon e s conn e cted to a l oca l ar e a network, a t e l e phon e conn e cted 
to a l oca l ar e a n e twork, or a t ele phon e capabl e of g e n e rat i ng a ca ll to a p l ural i ty of 
r e c e iv e r - s i de t ele phon e s conn e ct e d to a l oca l ar e a network to assist a caller-side 
telephone to make an incoming call w ithout having to specify the address of a 
receiver-side telephone unit, 

wherein said recording medium comprises programming to effect at least one 
of; th e follow i ng s e ts of functions: 

a virtual device for relaying communication to a plurality of receiver-side 
telephones connected to a local area network, for effecting a function, , e ff e ct e d at a 
time of an incoming call to be connected, for requesting that each receiver-side 
telephone unit of said plurality of receiver-side telephones then respond indicating 
their instantaneous operational capability to receive the incoming call, a function for 
selecting, out of the plurality of receiver-side telephones that responded, a receiver- 
side telephone unit to which the incoming call is to be connected, and a function for 
notifying the caller-side telephone of the address of the selected receiver-side 
telephone unit to which the incoming call is to be generated, before the incoming call 
to the receiver side telephone unit is generated; to a call e r s i d e t ele phon e ; 

a virtual telephone/router pair connected to a local area network, for effecting 
a function, , e ffect e d at a time of a call to be connected, for requesting that each 
receiver-side telephone unit of said plurality of receiver-side telephones then 
respond indicating their instantaneous operational capability to receive the call, a 
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function for selecting, out of the plurality of receiver-side telephones that responded, 
a receiver-side telephone unit to which the call is to be connected, a function for 
notifying the caller-side telephone of the address of the selected receiver-side 
telephone unit to which the incoming call is to be generated, before the incoming call 
to the receiver side telephone unit is generated, to thereafter enable the caller-side 
telephone to effect aftd-a function for generating the call addressed to said selected 
receiver-side telephone unit; or 

a telephone capable of generating a call to a plurality of receiver-side 
telephones connected to a local area network, for effecting a function, , effected at a 
time of receiving a call transfer request from a user of a caller-side telephone, for 
requesting that each receiver-side telephone unit of a plurality of receiver-side 
telephones then respond indicating their instantaneous operational capability to 
receive a call, a function for selecting, out of the plurality of receiver-side telephones 
that responded, a receiver-side telephone unit to which the call is to be connected, 
and a function for notifying the caller-side telephone of the address of the selected 
receiver-side telephone unit to which the incoming call is to be generated, before the 
incoming call to the receiver side telephone unit is generated, to a call e r s i d e 
t ele phon e . 



